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For more information about using library resources, please visit 
our website lincolnwoodlibrary.org or stop by the Adult 
Services desk in the library.

is a worldwide library organization that works with 

librarians to provide access to resources for learning and 

research. It offers technology and shared services to open up 

access to materials from thousands of libraries.

is the world’s largest library catalog with almost a 

billion items. uses that online catalog to provide 

results for items Lincolnwood residents can request from other 

libraries.

If you haven’t yet, sign up for your library card in person or 

online at https://bit.ly/3NP1BGs

1. Go to the library’s website, lincolnwoodlibrary.org

2. Hover over . Select .

3. Select .

It will load the Lincolnwood Public Library District FirstSearch 

page which allows you to enter your item search.

http://www.lincolnwoodlibrary.org/
https://bit.ly/3NP1BGs
http://www.lincolnwoodlibrary.org/


For more detailed instruction, book a one-on-one session with a 
librarian. Registration requires a Lincolnwood Library Card. For 
scheduling, contact Adult Services at (224) 233-1841.
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Enter what you are looking for in the text box.

You can select subject databases to search using the field.

Select to see results.

Or you can go to an advanced search using 

. We recommend choosing WorldCat.

Search results show basic information about items like the title, 

authors, publisher. You can also see how many libraries in the 

WorldCat system have the item. You can limit results by 

(Any, Juvenile, not Juvenile), (Fiction, not 

Fiction etc.), and by (DVD, CD, Large Print etc.). After 

updating any limits, select again to see updated results. 

Select the title to see detailed information.
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You can select or to evaluate more pages of search 

results. Icons to the left of results indicate what type of item they 

are – book covers for physical books, globes for online resources, 

and pictures for visual media like movies.

Select a title to see more information about any result.

If you jumped to advanced search, the WorldCat Advanced 

Search function offers more detailed tools than the basic search.

• – We recommend WorldCat, but there are 

several databases that FirstSearch can query.

• – You can enter up to three search terms for 

different types of information like , , , 

, , and more.

• – You can select a year, the language of the material, 

and how many libraries have certain items.

• – Select formats like , , , 

, & (includes DVD movies).

• – Filter by , , and (see 

page 3 for more information).

• – Set how results display: number of libraries an item 

is owned by, relevance, or publication date.

The more information you put into this advanced search function 

the more specific your search results will be. However if you enter 

too much information, you may not see any results.

When you’ve entered your options, select 

at the top or bottom or to start over.

http://www.lincolnwoodlibrary.org/


For more detailed instruction, book a one-on-one session with a 
librarian. Registration requires a Lincolnwood Library Card. For 
scheduling, contact Adult Services at (224) 233-1841.
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Basic and advanced searches allow you to access the same full 

item records to see detailed information. You can see things such 

as movie length and actors, subjects, genres, number of pages, 

and more. You can check if Lincolnwood owns the item with 

or see 

.
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The most important information to find

for an item in FirstSearch is its OCLC

. These numbers are

standardized and allow librarians to

easily and accurately find exactly what you want.

You can also print

listings to bring to

the library if you

have any additional questions.

To submit a request for an item located outside of our library you 

will need a current Lincolnwood Library card. Show the number 

on the back of the card – – to any librarian.

Once you’ve shown a librarian your card and what item you want, 

delivery times vary. Be sure to let the librarian know if you have a 

certain day you need to receive an item before.

Select to see a preview of 

libraries that could possibly supply the item.

However these lists may sometimes have errors. The item might 

be checked out or otherwise unavailable for various reasons.

http://www.lincolnwoodlibrary.org/
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